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ABSTRACT
In this study, the perspective of parents of students with special needs – mentally delays – towards the integration of their children in regular schools in Saudi Arabia was examined. The aims of this studies include:
i. Investigating the perception of parents of students with any special needs in regular schools.
ii. Investigating whether the need level can have any impact on the perspective of parents in the integration of the students in general classrooms.
iii. Determining whether there is a significant difference in perception between parents of students with or without special needs.
Those who participated in the study included 35 parents of students with special needs and40 parents of students without special needs. In data collection, this research comprised of quantitative methods of analysis that consisted of the questionnaire that was used to gather the required information from parents of a particular general school in Saudi Arabia whose name is bound. The outcomes showed that all the parents had a positive perception towards admittance of all students in the same regular schools. The responses showed that there was difference in opinions between parents of students with and without mental delay. Also, the studies also revealed that the parents' perception is also affected by the level of disability. To wide up my abstract, the research has opened a directive to future investigations on the perspective of teachers and students towards the admittance. 
Keywords: disability, mental delay, admittance, children with psychological delay, perspective.
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CHAPTER 1
1.1 Introduction
A special need is a term used to refer to persons who require help for being disabled in different ways such as medical, medical or mental. It results from some disorders which appear before adulthood. It is identified as the intelligence quotient score below 70. Some of the diseases that result in mental delay are hereditary and may include Fragile and Down's syndrome.  Suffocation may also cause it during birth and other related complications in this stage. 
It is comprehensive, robust, vital, the multifaceted objection which can considerably obstruct significant life animations of a person and the ability to assimilate and re-assimilate into the society. In case the condition of the need does not favor the person, family and the community as the whole, it incurs an adverse effect. Of course, everyone will be psychologically under siege at some point in life, and those who persevere encounter many challenges in the importance of being in the society and also in their contributions to the community. 
In most cases people with special needs are seen as whose scope to achieve and proceed with a good job has curtailed as a result of mental vulnerability. In Saudi Arabia, many extended families have persons with psychological infirmity, and the non-disabled ones are supposed to be answerable and care for them. The non-disabled faces exemplary and political challenges on how best they can do to involve these people in the society.



1.2 Statement of the problem
For students with mental delay, who wish to attain good economic status and personal independence call for a need to integrate their education to overcome life challenges? This study was aimed at examining the perception of parents against students with mentally delaying in to the integrated education system in Saudi Arabia. It will determine whether or not the people with mental delay have been rejected from social activities and developmental activities of the society. The study is also focused on examining their day to day life challenges.  It will also determine the difference in attitude between the parents of disabled and those of no- disabled. 
Persons with mental delay anticipates for continuous support regarding lifestyle and health care. This involves medical check-up which it was to be done regularly, good health, home support, and equipment support. This makes the care programs very expensive. This discourages the support team because of the massive burden placed upon them. Therefore the study will also try to find out whether this person will have the ability to engage themselves in labor market and included in socio-economic activities of the society even after being supported. You may find that the supporters themselves are naturally poor and there, to afford for themselves is very much tricky even without thinking of the needy people whom they are living with. This makes them feel much burdened, which may not be the case, and this gives rise to even taking the risk of some parents running away from their children, by making them to rehabilitation centers and forgetting about them, and some abandoning them altogether.
The management of the people with special needs is complicated since it requires self-denial and focusing on bettering others life. It requires specialized medical care and social care. This study will examine the reason as to why those who in support gets annoyed and why many of them quit.

1.3 Background information and the significance of the problem
Special education in Saudi Arabia started in 1958, where the students with special needs were put in specials schools without being combined with the other students who were no incapacitated. From this time, education system in Saudi Arabia has progressively changed since the education stakeholders kept on working towards the improvement of education for the students with intellectual inability. The demand arose towards inclusion of the disabled in regular schools due to perception their parents had. At the special schools the parents opinions were that:
· Their children are rejected.
· Their children were treated as outcast from the society and therefore do not fit in the regular schools.
· There was no equal treatment of the children with relevance to the educations even though every child has a right to education.
· The teachers in the special schools were not as concerned as the teachers in regular schools.
Therefore they required attentions and hence incorporation. Although many countries in the world discourage rejection of people with special needs, Saudi Arabia practices discrimination of this individuals. They have not even passed any law in the constitution which may aim at protecting the people with special needs. In the early 19th century, there were no education services for the individual with disabilities in the country. In the year 1958  the studies showed that the program on education on special needs experienced dramatic changes concerning admittance that leads to the education of students with special needs in general classrooms.  This was done by both private and public schools, (Gaad, 2004). The students with special needs were given services such as individual schools, the creation of rehabilitation Centre other centers which they could easily find justice.
 In the year 2008, the Saudi Arabia ministry of education included the admittance that “both disabled and non-disabled should school together in the same regular classrooms regardless of the individual differences. Since this time the ministry keeps on motivating all the organizations that deal with educations to involve both disable and non-disabled students in the same institutions. This has led to a very significant revolution in the country. In the year 2009, a study was conducted to examine the perspective of parents against general students with special needs in integrated schools. This involved interrogative conversations with fifteen parents in a sure rehabilitation center. The results showed that most parents have a positive attitude towards different aspects of admittance. 
In Saudi Arabia, the research on parents of students with special needs proved that parental stress and psychological stress amongst others are the main problems associated with special needs. The studies showed that the parents have positive attitudes towards their children, although some had in consisted positive attitude.  (Salend, 2008). 
Researchers have shown that perception on many parents differs if admittance of own child is in reference. They explained that parents of non-disabled agree that admittance is a beneficial practice as far as education is concerned with both cases of children. On the other hand, the parents of disabled disagree with this, since the parents feared that there might be social isolation for their children are different from others, (Kirk, 2004). The research showed that parents’ attitude is affected by nature of the disability, the level of disability, marital status, economic status, number of dependents in the family and level of education the parent holds. According to Hilbert, (2014) it has been found that those parents with less than four dependents, married, with college education and wealth have positive perspectives compared to the others. The importance of this study is to examine the truth about this perspectives and their validity with respect to integration.

 1.4 Conceptual framework
According to, Albarracin & et al. (2005), Attitude has been researched in different works. It is a simple concept of concern that is widely used. Attitude is a complicated psychological, and emotional entity constitutes that describes a person and acquired through experiences, due to human response to the challenges of life, (Allport, 1935). This shows that attitude is an as a result of the learned experience of something. Therefore it is a stimulus-response formed through interaction. In our day to day life, lessons take up significant roles in emerging attitude. Learning is as a result of stimulus-response, so if there is a definite response, the reward is strengthened, and if a negative response is obtained, then the prize is punished, (Mergel, 2008).






1.5 Research questions
To examine the parents' perspective against the involvement of all students in integrated regular classroom education and the influence of the child's level of need on parents' perspective the following research questions were answered:
1) What are the perceptions of parents in Saudi Arabia towards the integration of their children in regular school?
      2) Is there any noticeable difference between parents’ perception of children with and without disabilities towards admittance?
     3) Does the child’s level of mental-delay affect Saudi Arabia’s parents’ perception of integration of their children in regular schools?
 1.6 Importance of this study
This study increases the number of mentally challenged students in regular schools although some factors have led to delay if this implementation in Saudi Arabia. According to Salend (2008), towards the integration of mentally challenged students in catholic schools, beliefs, teacher qualifications and cultural values are some of the factors that delay implementation of the increased number of mentally challenged in catholic schools? Following the previous studies, it is clear that the perspective of parents and that of teachers affect the success of admittance. As many of the studies showed the willingness of parents and their positive perception were not predictable, this research aims at examining the perspective of parents of students with mental delay towards integration in catholic schools. It will extend to also examine the perspective of the parents of the students without mental delay.

1.6 Definition of terms
Perspective – refers to the way things in the form of objects are realized in one’s eyes.
Mental delay – is the intellectual difference that is characterized by low score up to below average in the intelligence quotient.
Disabilities – psychological or physiological loss of function. Lack of ability to do or respond to day to day life challenges.
Students with the disability; those who have mental delay or impairment which cub individuals’ major life activities.
Admittance/inclusion – educating both disabled and non-disabled in the same classrooms in general schools setting.






1.7 Contribution of this study to the field of special need education.
 The study on the perspective of parents of children with special needs has led to many changes in special education. It has been helped in designing and implementing of working practices that enhance excellent results for all learners with include those with medal delay. The also cause initiatives in regular education that there should be an inclusion of students with the disability in generals schools leading to promotion of interactions between general training and special education. This also led to the adoption of new instruction methods which we compete to students with disabilities. This study will lead to improved methods used to identify students with special needs, recognizing their abilities which will lead to the proper inclusion of them in general education systems. This study will ensure that there will be adequate monitoring of activities in cases of exceptional need students and easy decision making. This makes sure that students are provided with sufficient inventions. This study offers an alternative way of thinking about the children with the mental delay to the education sector and the community as a whole. This promotes personal change that gears people to re-investigate their approaches to problems, and practices. This study marks a starting point for further research in special need education. This study helps acts as a solution for those who are not disabled on how to harmoniously live with the wounded. This promotes peace and harmony in the education since this practice is widely practiced during admittance. 





CHAPTER 2.
2.1 Literature review
Introduction 
Involvement of students with mental-delay regular schools is one of the burning issues all over the world, and it is discussed everywhere. This chapter is divided into three major parts which are labeled as follows:
· The perspective of parents of children with or without disability towards their integration in regular schools in Saudi Arabia.
· The perspective of the parents of children with mental delay.
· The perspective of parents of children without mental delay towards their integration in regular schools in Saudi Arabica
2.2 Parents perception towards the combination of their children in regular schools.
2.2.1 Perception of parents of children with and without mental-delay
The research on the perspective of the parents towards admittance of the children with special needs in regular schools is of significant outcome since parents play a very crucial role in the whole matter. A lot of research work on children with and without disabilities have been conducted whereby a difference has been established between the two parents. Even though parents of children with special needs and those of children without special needs are found to agree that integration in regular schools is of significant gain, (Hilbert,  2014), some other studies have shown sediments of  possibility of difference between the parents of children with and those of children without disabilities with respect to their inclusion in one classroom.
2.2.2 Perception of parents of students with mental-delay
According to Green & Shinn (1994) about the previous work study, parents of the mentally delayed are found to exemplary supportive in the inclusion of their disabled children in general schools. Following this study, parents of this children are exposed to speak hope to their mentally challenged children as the way of encouraging them to work hard and to know that disability is not inability. This shows that these parents have a positive perspective towards their admittance of their children. According to Green et al. (1995), a study was conducted that showed that about 71% of the parents believed that the performance of their children would improve if they were mixed up in the same classrooms and schools with the children without disabilities. In this study, only about 13% of the parents believed that their children's performance would change even if they were taken to regular schools.
 In related research, an interview was carried out in a specific school which showed that teachers and other pears in schools had a positive perception towards the students with mental delay. This was proven by observing different teachers in individual classrooms giving all the student equal opportunities whether disabled or non-disabled. According to Downing et al. (2007), in another research, an interview was conducted to some of the parents of children with severe mental delay towards the children integration to regular schools. The response was the disabled feels rejected and hate due to lack of assistance in some social and academic activities. The suggested solution to this obligation was the disabled students are supposed to be assigned each a non-disabled students to guide them in matters of social and academic activities. They added that this would ensure order in those institutions and also motivate learning and will encourage many parents to opt for regular integrated schools for their children. This research also indicated that some parents have doubts towards the admittance of their children in regular schools. The concern of these parents is whether there are qualified personnel service and learning resources to support their children there, (Bennett & Gallagher’s, 2013). 
According to Leyser and Kirk (2004), their study indicated that some parents feared stigmatization that would come from teachers and parents of the comprehensive schools. In connection to this, the parents were also afraid of social isolation due to individual differences that existent between their children and others. They were also concerned that their children would be slow learners and therefore would not obtain all the information in a general classroom. This indicated that these parents would prefer individual schools whereby their children will have much attention and repeated instructions. The also added that teachers from public schools could not correctly accommodate their children since they required more attention than the others.  
2.2.3 Perception of parents of students without medal delay
Researchers carried on in the years shows that parents of students without disabilities are not consistent. In the sure study, three hundred and eighty-nine parents of non-disabled students in Saudi Arabia were interviewed, and they indicated that about 85% of the parents supported the disability inclusion in integration in regular schools. They argued that there would be a lot of benefits to the disabled when this is practice, (Peck et al., 2004). When a similar investigation was carried to parents of children with disability, the responses were that their children were pleased about the admittance with other students, motivated and independent. Out of 100%, the 15% of the parents who didn't support the inclusion of the non-disabled in the same class with the disabled and they were able to raise the following concerns. They included:
· A distraction of behavior in a classroom by the students with disabilities leading to hard times to the other students. 
· They perceived that the teachers, pears, and other academic coaches focused more and paid more attention to the children with intellectual disability that the students without disabilities.
Most parents believe that when students together have no adverse effects while some think there are more negative effects of learning if the students are put together. The perception of the parent towards this study affects their children's emotional and social development
For the impact of parents study on the classroom behavior, the results were either positive or neutral. About 60% of the responses on attitudes towards integration of the disabled were positive; 26% were neutral, and 10% were negative. 60% of parents indicated that they would enroll in an inclusive classroom if given the opportunity; 18% did not know, and 9% responded that they would not. Sixty percent of the responding parents included narrative comments. The themes reflected on parent's responses were that parents described a social benefit on their child. Parents with negative perception reflected a strong concern about behavioral disruption. These narratives made evident that many parents did not see academic and social learning to be intimately connected. Also, some parents believed that scarce resources were unfairly allocated to children with disabilities. 
According to Kirk, (2004), different variables affected parents' views about inclusion. For example, the type of disability, children age, parents type (e.g., parents of children receiving special education services for only a few years, parents who did not know their child's placement, and parents of students who were not in an integrated setting). Parents of students who 24 were not in an integrated setting expressed more supportive views regarding inclusion. Also, parents' educational level influenced their attitudes. Parents with college education believed more on the benefits of inclusion and parents with higher educational level negatively evaluated the mainstreaming teacher skills and their support for inclusion was negative. Moreover, some parents perceived special education teachers to be more skilled to instruct students with special needs and therefore, showed support for placement in special education or mainstream classrooms over admittance.
2.2.4 The influence of the level of mental delay on the parents’ perception
Parents are thought to have a vital role when it's come to any educational decisions. For instances, the parents of students with severe disabilities toward inclusion movement will highly affect their children survival in school and also their performance. As it has reported earlier, previous researchers have reported that the level of the disability has an impact on parent’s attitudes toward involvement of all children in the same regular schools. For instance, the study shows that there are three classifications among the parents of children with high levels of mental delay. These are as follows:
· This group consisted of parents of children with high socialization power and value in the society concerning goals of education.
· This group consists of parents of children who portrays higher cognitive skills, have minimal problems with their behavior and require less attention and less specialized skills to handle them.
· This group comprises parents of children who have little achievement abilities and those who have spent a long time in general education in schools.
This study goes through the views of parents of children with high levels of disabilities who were traditionally educated in individual classes. The outcomes of this study indicated parents whose children have spent more time in general education class environment are more likely to have positive perceptions of admittance. According to Slone and Shoshanna (2007) parents of students with disabilities showed the positive attitude towards inclusion. They believe that enhancing their children affectively, socially, emotionally and academically. Also, they think that their children are granted opportunities to interact with their peers, increase confidence and accommodate with the society.
 Although, Hilbert et al., (2014), found that parents of children with and without disabilities agree, in general, that inclusion is a positive educational practice for children with and without disabilities. Parental optimism decreases when children with challenging behaviors are placed in an inclusive environment. More specifically, parents of children with and without disabilities are not as supportive of inclusion placements for more moderate-to-severe disabilities, emotional impairments and cognitive impairments. Positive attitudes of parents of children with severe disabilities toward inclusion seem to be the norm as reported by Turnbull et al. (2002). For example, several parents of students with severe disabilities in integrated programs from preschool to high school supported their child's placement and expressed satisfaction with the educational outcomes and the social benefits. 
The evidence presented suggests that many parents were in favor of inclusive education inclusion and that inclusion would overburden general education teachers or students and that many children were too behaviorally disruptive and could hurt others. According to Fuchs, (1994) parents of children with and without disabilities agree, in general, that inclusion is a positive educational practice for children with and without disabilities. However, parents of children with and without disabilities are not as supportive of admittance placements for more moderate to severe disabilities, emotional impairments, and cognitive impairments. This relationship is critical because one would assume that a parent of a child with the limitation that supports inclusion for their children would be supportive of the composition of other children with disabilities, but this may not be the case. Previous researchers cautioned against the use of "one-size-fits-all" approach regarding inclusion because of different outcomes for different children. Regarding the impact of the disabilities category or the type of disabilities on parent’s attitudes, parents were found to hold different opinions toward inclusion according to their children variety of limitations. It was found that parents of children with Down syndrome were more likely to support integration whereas parents of children with autism were more likely to endorse mainstreaming.
 Whereas parents of the other children and parents of children in inclusive settings were more favorable toward inclusion than were parents of older children or parents of children currently in self-contained special education. Jenkinson (1998), however, reported a significant association between current school placement and parent preferences. Parents whose children were in mainstream settings preferred mainstreaming, while parents whose children were in individual schools preferred this setting.
 It was found that socioeconomic status marital status and number of children were associated with beliefs about inclusion. More positive feelings were found for parents with the college education compared to high school education, parents with one or two children compared to those with four or more children, and married parents compared to single parents. As the implementation of inclusive practices continues, so does the need to ensure its effectiveness. Examining parents' attitudes toward inclusion is critical to have a successful inclusion program.

CHAPTER 3.
METHODOLOGY
3.1 Introduction
The summary of the research purpose is as follows:
1. To investigate parents' perspectives toward including children with special needs in the general education classrooms,
 2. To investigate the influence of child's level of mental challenge on the parent's attitudes' toward admittance.
The proposed research questionnaire had the following questions:
 1) What are the attitudes of the parents of Saudi Arabia towards the admittance of the disabled children into the general classrooms?
 2) Is there any significant difference between parents’ perception of children with, and without disabilities towards the admittance? 
3) Does the level of mental challenge of the child affect the perspective of the parents in Saudi Arabia towards the admittance? 
In this chapter, the research design, instruments, validity and reliability, data collection procedures, data analysis, population and sample, and ethical considerations. Are discussed.

3.2 Research design
The research was conducted with the help of quantitative research methods with involved a questionnaire that was administered to parents in Saudi Arabia. This Study was conducted using quantitative research methods. Quantitative research is to collection and analysis of numerical data to describe, explain, predict, or control phenomena. This was considered the best approach to collect information regarding parents’ attitude toward inclusion the child with disabilities in general education classrooms. Therefore, the researcher developed a questionnaire of several items to receive data from parents. 








3.3 Tools for data collection
This research on the perception of parents of children with disabilities towards the integration of their children in regular schools in Saudi Arabia took a review of several studies that were previously conducted on the same. The responses from these early researchers were as listed below:
I. "My overall child well-being would be affected by having a child with disabilities in his/her class."  
II.  "Students with disabilities have the right to be educated in the same classroom as normal students,"  
III. "Being in an inclusive classroom will help children with disabilities to feel better about them."
The questionnaire of this study comprised of ten questions concerning the effect of including the students with disabilities in the same class with non-disabled. Some responses were recorded which give rise to the following statements:
I. "A child with a disability can benefit socially from being integrated into a general education classroom."
II. "My child could benefit socially from having a child with disabilities in his/her class."  "I would invite a child with a disability to the family gathering in the weekend or for my child's birthday party."
III. "I will encourage my child to go to a child with a disability's birthday party or spend the weekend with him/her."
IV. “I will be hesitant to have my child associate with a child with a disability."
V.  "Having a student with a disability in my child's class would impact my decision to allow my child to be enrolled in this class."  
VI. "Having a child with a disability in my child's school would impact my decision to allow my child to be enrolled in this school."
VII. "It is important to me to be aware of the disability of my childhood classmates."
VIII.  "It is important to my child to be educated about the disability of his/her classmates."  
IX. "The inclusion setting will help a normal student to accept and respect students with disabilities" A set of ten questions examined parents' attitude toward inclusion about the social effect of inclusion on children with and without disabilities; the parents' feedback generated the following statements:
X.  "A child with a disability can benefit academically from being integrated into a general education classroom."  
XI.  "My child's education would be affected by having a child with the disability in his/her class."  
XII.  "My child's education would be affected by having a child with a physical disability in his/her class."  
XIII. “My child’s education would be affected by having a child with a learning disability in his/her class."
XIV.  “My child’s education would be affected by having a child with a behavioral disorder in his/her class.”
XV.  “My child’s education would be affected by having a child with mild or moderate mental retardation in his/her class “
XVI.  "My child's education would be affected by having a child with a severe disability (i.e., severe mental retardation, emotional disturbance, or autism) in his/her class."  
XVII. “Inclusion is not a desirable practice for educating most typically normal students.”
XVIII. "Children with disabilities will develop academic skills more rapidly in special or separate classrooms than in the integrated classroom settings."                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                  
In this study, a scale that comprised of five points was employed to investigate the perception of parents of children with the mental delay concerning their integration into a classroom. This scale ranged from 1 to 5. Whereby it was labeled as follows: those who strongly agree = 5, those who strongly disagree = 1, the information on hometown, age, gender, and nationality were obtained. These questionnaires were administered to parents of children with the high level of disability, and they were requested to answer the questions genuinely. The questions aimed at parents' perception toward including their children for integration in general schools. The problems in the paper represented several different types of disability which ranged from a low level to a high standard. 





3.4 Sampling plan
The random sampling plan was used in this study, which involves selection of samples randomly by the use basis in probability. Every example has an equal chance to be chosen. It is termed as the more straightforward method of data collection. It is commonly used since it is a non-biased method. This research involved questionnaires that were randomly issued to the parents by the school administration without any particular criteria, which is, all were published questionnaires.
 They were given time to give their opinions and also time to return them to the school administration. Then after that, they were given to the researcher who sampled them according to the responses of the parents. Those with more straightforward answers were put together, and those who differed were separated. The results were used to judge the outcome the perspective of parents of the children with special needs towards their integration in regular schools.
3.5 Study limitations
This study is restricted to investigation of only one school in Saudi Arabia. Therefore the findings of this study cannot be generalized to the case of the country as the whole. A questionnaire and a pencil were administered to every informant, that is, a parent. This is made to mean that some of the parents/respondents might not have taken the survey seriously and therefore might fail to correctly and keenly answer the questions or that they failed to give the required or expected information because the work of administering the questionnaires was carried out by the school administration. In connection to these disadvantages, the inquiry as research instrument may be affected by personality in judging the whole matter, personal feelings, perception or biasness or even the situation the respondent was in when the interviews were being carried out.
3.6 Procedures
The education ministry of Saudi Arabia granted the research permissions. This was done through official application to do so through the hierarchical offices from top to bottom. Also, the research instrument was sent to the school from the ministry together with other copies of application documents. The researcher was alerted to the date and time for the research. 
At the first bit of the research, the specialists surveyed the school setting, the program used in every day to day activities of the school. This would help in the determining the approach that could have been used to get the responses otherwise it would be that easy to research a go. The researcher tried to find the suitable time to send the surveys out to the targeted school. 
The surveys were delivered to the school administration in fall 2014 to be given to the parents on the time that they come to school to register or to pick up their children yearly report so they can guarantee that 31 the surveys will be completed and returned the school administration at the same time. So, the reviews will not be neglected by both the school administration and the parents. The school administration collected 79% percent of the distributed surveys or questionnaires and given to the researcher. 75 parents of children with and without disabilities from the school, were included in this study. Precisely, the sample consists of 35 parents of children with disabilities and 40 parents of children without disabilities, but they may have children with disabilities in their classroom. All children with disabilities were enrolled in the rehabilitation centers while all children without disabilities were enrolled in the government schools. 




CHAPTER 4
FINDINGS
4.1 Introduction
In this chapter, the results of the whole research are discussed and examined whether the primary objectives of the study were met and also whether the research questions were answered. In general, the goals of this chapter are as follows:
· Scrutiny of parents' perspectives towards including children with disabilities in the regular education classrooms, 
· Determining whether there exist any difference in perception between parents of children with and without disabilities, 
· Examining the influence of the child's disability level on parents’ perception toward admittance.

The specific question of this study we as follows:
1. What are the perceptions of parents in Saudi Arabia towards the integration of their children in regular school?
2.  Is there any noticeable difference between parents’ perception of children with and without disabilities towards admittance?
3. Does the child's level of mental-delay affect Saudi Arabia's parents' perception of integration of their children in regular schools?
The analysis of data for each of the above research questions we reviewed separately and the outcomes we were given as per the subtopics below.
4.2 Review of the research questions from the findings
A. The first research question
What are the perceptions of parents in Saudi Arabia towards the integration of their children in regular school?
To respond to this question, the respondents were requested to complete the problems in the questionnaire. The responses obtained were weighed and awarded scores. The different parent perspective was determined by the total rating score on the rating scale. This scale indicated that there were three consisted groups of results obtained from different parents. This groups included:
a. Those with educational impact in admittance,
b. The social implications of admittance, and
c. General attitudes.
Values were recorded in the scale of 1 to 5 with the higher scores showing more positive perception towards disabled integration. Mean score was calculated and tabulated in the table below. Also, the standard deviation was recorded. The items were then ranked from the highest to the lowest for each category. Most of the issues received almost the same ranking showing that the parents hold a positive perception of social impact. The other things were ranked low by all the respondents. For example the academic impact. These outcomes indicated that the responded hold some positive attitude towards the result the admittance of the learners in their academic excellence. 

	Item 
	Mean 
	Standard deviation

	My child’s education would be affected by having a child with a learning disability in his/her class.
	5.0
	0.0

	I would invite a child with disabilities to the family gathering in the weekend or my child birthday party
	5.0
	0.0

	I will encourage my child to go to a child with disabilities birthday party or spend the weekend with him/her.
	5.0
	0.0

	I would hesitate to have my child become friend with a child with disabilities
	5.0
	0.0

	Having a child with disabilities in my child’s class would impact my decision to have my child placed in that class
	5.0
	0.0

	Having a child with disabilities in my child's level would influence my decision to have my child set in that school
	5.0
	0.0

	It is important to me to be educated about my child’s classmate’s disability.
	5.0
	
0.0



	It is essential to my child to be educated about his/her classmate's disability.


	5.0
	0.0

	Students with disabilities have the right to be educated in the same classroom as typically developing students.
	5.0
	0.0

	The inclusion will help the typical student to accept the individual need students.
	5.0
	0.0

	The composition gives disabled children a chance to feel better about them.
	5.0
	0.0

	My child’s education would be affected by having a child with a physical disability in his/her class.
	3.1
	1.2

	My child's school would be affected by having a child with sensory impairment (i.e., hearing or visually impaired) in his/her class.
	2.9
	1.3

	My child’s education would be affected by having a child with a behavior disability in his/her class
	2.9
	1.4



This shows that majority of the parent has a positive perception towards admittance of the disabled and non-disabled in the regular schools.


B. The second research question
 Is there any noticeable difference between parents’ perception of children with and without disabilities towards admittance?
To determine if there was any difference in the two groups of parents of children with and without disabilities, the test known as Mann-Whitney was used. The results from this test indicated that there was a noticeable difference between the parents. The results were tabulated as shown in the table below. The key is that:
1. The parents of children with disabilities indicated more positive perception, that is, 3.8
2. Parents of children without disabilities showed relatively lower understanding, that is, 3.3 
The standard deviation was calculated as well and tabulated as below.
	Group of parent
	Mean response
	Standard deviation

	Parents of children without disabilities
	3.3
	0.65

	Parents of children with disabilities
	3.8
	1.0



This showed that the parents of children with disabilities have a positive perception to the integration of their children in schools with others. It is also evident from the research studies that the disabled would benefit more than when in separate individual schools. 
C. The third research question
Does the child's level of mental-delay affect Saudi Arabia's parents' perception of integration of their children in regular schools?
To get a response to this question percentages for the four items in the first case. For the fourth item, parents of children with disabilities showed that having the child whose intellectual ability is low does not affect their education. On the other hand, the parents of students with mental inability reported that the students with the mental disability would affect their children's learning. Different responses were given for item number 5 which aimed at children behavior disorder. Parents of students with the disability reported that having a student with problems in behavior affects his learning because of time wasted to adjust the behavior, while the parents of the children without difficulties in behavior showed that no effect to the teaching if the child has a behavior problem. They added that the student could quickly adjust and move on with the learning. Lastly, the parents gave the same responses to items number 6 and 7, whereby they reported that the level of the disability would not affect the child’s learning because the child is expected to do his or her best. The results were summarized as follows:


	Item 
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree 
	Strongly disagree

	4
	_
	_
	78%
	22%
	_

	5
	100%
	_
	_
	_
	_

	6
	-
	-
	88%
	9%
	3%

	7
	44%
	48%
	8%
	_
	_




Summary of the results
The study that concern with parents variables towards integration, showed that the following factors affected the response, or in other words perception depends on the following aspects:
· Gender
· Social‐economic status
· Education level
· Experience with integration education	
Gender – the feminine gender had a positive perception towards the integration of the children with special needs in the regular schools while the masculine were divided some were for the opinion that there was a need for integration but some said there was no need of inclusion.
Socio-economic status – the parents who came from the well up families supported the idea firmly and the had a positive attitude towards integration while those from poor families saw it as a way of punishing their kids as many argued that their children would take a long time to pay attention on what was happening in class.
Education level – the learned parents had a positive perception and they reported that disability is not inability and therefore integration would be a way of added advantage to the children with special needs. The added that the students could compete with others who were not disabled and this would bring about motivation. The illiterates had a feeling that their children were being punished.
Experience with integration – for those who had experienced this type of education were more positive and while those who had not experienced had a negative attitude towards the same.
Disability level of the child was another factor used to gather the information from the parents whereby the parents of those students with delicate disabilities fear that the students could mess when included in regular classrooms. The parents of children with general disabilities had a positive attitude. Several studies showed that the type of disability is related to parents’ attitudes. Leyser, and Kirk, (2004). Evaluating inclusion: An examination of parent views and factors influencing their perspectives. Compared attitudes of parents of children with special needs according to three levels of severity of disability. Their questionnaire consisted of four factors, including ‘benefits’ and ‘teacher ability and inclusion support’. Parents of children with mild disabilities were significantly more positive about both benefits and ability.
The study determined that parents of children with and without disabilities were least positive about the inclusion of children with emotional problems, cognitive impairment or autism. Parents were most positive about the inclusion of children with physical disabilities and sensory disabilities. In addition, the study established that parents of children with mild disabilities were slightly more positive than parents of typically developing children. Parents of typically developing children were more concerned about the inclusion of children with behavior problems or severe cognitive disabilities than about including children with moderate or mild cognitive disabilities, physical disabilities, blindness or deafness.
The results of the studies showed that there were several variables that related to parents’ attitudes towards inclusive education. With regard to parent characteristics, no clear results are shown: neither age nor gender seemed consistently related to attitude.
The socio‐economic level of parents, education level, experience with inclusion and type of disability all relate to parents’ attitudes. Parents with a higher SES, higher education level and more experience of inclusion hold more positive attitudes compared to parents with a low SES, lower education level and less experience with inclusion. With regard to the child’s type of disability, the results showed that parents are the least positive about the inclusion of children with behavioral problems and severe cognitive disabilities. In contrast, they hold the most positive attitudes towards the inclusion of children with physical disabilities and sensory disabilities.

  




CHAPTER 5
DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION
5.1 Discussion
Concerning the set objectives for this study, the results show that the parents’ perspective towards admittance has a positive impact this study comprised of several studies in which the findings indicated that parents of children with and without disabilities agree. Admittance of students with and without disabilities is a legal education program that finds many implications in the education sector. For example, El-Zein (2009)'s study which found that parents showed the positive attitude towards the various aspects of admittance. The outcomes of this study showed consistency. 
The results of this study indicated that the majority of parents in Saudi Arabia have positive attitudes toward integration of the students in regular schools in Saudi Arabia. This finding of this study showed that the parents in Saudi Arabia who participate in this study believe in the child with disabilities have the right to be educated in the same classroom as typically regular students. The result of this study shows that the parents in Saudi Arabia who participate in this study strongly agree that the direct interaction between children with disabilities and those without disabilities will help a typical student to accept the individual need students.
To add on this, the items were ranked based on the mean value from highest to lowest for each category presenting the attitudes of parents in Saudi Arabia who participate in this study. Several items received almost the same rating by the parents in Saudi Arabia that participated in this study. For example, questions
1. The inclusion gives disabled children a chance to feel better about themselves
2. My child benefit socially from having a child with disabilities in his/her class,
3.  My child’s education would be affected by having a child with a physical disability in his/her class,
4. My child's school would be affected by having a child with a behavior disability in his/her class, 
5. A child with a disability can benefit academically from being integrated into to a general education classroom.

 The above factors were rated high by the parents in Saudi Arabia that participated in this study which indicated that the parents in Saudi Arabia hold the positive attitude toward the "social impact of inclusion" category. On the other hand, the other items that rated the least by the parents that participated in this study were related to the “academic impact of inclusion” category. These items were 
1. My child’s education would be affected by having a child with a learning disability in his/her class.
2. I would hesitate to have my child become friend with a child with disabilities
3. Having a child with disabilities in my child’s class would impact my decision to have my child placed in that school.
4. It is essential to my child to be educated about his/her classmate’s disability.
5. Students with disabilities have the right to be educated in 49 the same classroom as typically developing students
6. The inclusion will help the typical student to accept the particular need students

This finding indicated that the parents hold some concerns regarding the impact of inclusion on their children academic achievement. Parents have some misgivings about integration because of children with behavioral problems. Parents support inclusion because the social effects of integration and have concerns about the academic impact of a composition. Results of these studies have indicated that the child's severity level is an essential factor that affects parents' attitudes toward inclusion. Some studies have reported that parents of children sever disabilities have the positive attitude toward integration.  
The results of the indigenous studies also indicated that there were some differences in parents’ attitudes between parents of children with and without disabilities. More specifically, parents of children with disabilities show more positive attitudes toward inclusion than parents of the children without disabilities. This finding is consistent with the results of previous studies. For example, Leyser and Kirk (2004) found that while some parents supported inclusion or mainstreaming for their children with disabilities. Also, Hilbert (2014) found that several studies have indicated that there is a difference between parents of children with and without disabilities attitudes toward including their children into the general education classroom. 
 The study finding showed that there are some differences in parents’ attitudes between parents of children with and without disabilities that the parents who have children with disabilities strongly support the inclusion. This could be explained by the fact that parents of children with disabilities who participated in this study their children are all enrolled in a rehabilitation center for students with disabilities. So, they didn't experience the inclusive setting, and probably they have also seen the negative impact of having their children in a segregating context and therefore, they prefer the inclusive environment to help their children to become more prepared for the real world and to learn from their typical peers and become more independent.  
Regarding the influence of the child’s disability type on parents’ attitudes toward inclusion. The results of this study indicated that the parents hold different attitudes toward the different types of disabilities. The parent’s response in tables for item number 4 parents of children with disabilities reported that having a child with physical disabilities will not affect their children education. Whereas parents of children without disabilities said that the presence of the child with physical disabilities might affect their children school. The participants also reported different responses for item number 6 which focused on children with the behavioral disorder. 
Parents of children with disabilities reported that having a child with the behavioral disorder may affect their children education, whereas, parents of children without disabilities indicated that the presence of the child with the behavioral disorder would not change their children school. On severe mental retardation and emotional disturbance, both groups of parents reported that having a child with mild, moderate mental retardation and severe disability. Severe mental retardation, emotional distress, will not affect their children education. 
In other words, parents of children with disabilities reported that having a child with learning disability and hearing and visual impairments will not affect their children education. Fuchs and Fuchs (1994)'s findings which found that parents aware that their child curculio will be changed and they also agree with integrating the child with the particular need in standard classrooms. Also, several studies have examined the impact of the child's severity level on parents' attitudes. Results of this study have indicated that the child's severity level is an important factor that affects parents' attitudes toward inclusion. Some studies have reported that parents of children sever disabilities have the positive attitude toward integration.  
Few investigators, however, suggested that some parents of children with severe disabilities do not favor admittance (Palmer et al., 2003). Not all parents of children with and without disabilities were supportive to the inclusion placements for students with moderate-to-severe disabilities, emotional impairments and cognitive impairments. This relationship is critical because one would assume that parent of children with disabilities who support inclusion for their children would be supportive of the inclusion model for other children with disabilities, but this may not be the case. In this study, the parents in Saudi Arabia reported that they would be more favorable to inclusion when their children are included in the inclusive schools that include children with mild or sensory disabilities. On the other hand, the Saudi Arabian parents were less supportive of involving their children in inclusive schools where children with severe disability, that is, severe mental retardation and emotional disturbance, are included in these schools. So, parental optimism decreases when children with challenging behaviors are placed in an inclusive environment.
 The Saudi Arabian parents also were aware that their children curriculum could be affected. The results of this study indicated that parents hold different attitudes toward the different types of disabilities. Also, understanding the perception of inclusive placements concerning children with more severe disabilities such as behavior/emotional disorders and autism is especially important. As the number of children with autism and other developmental disabilities continues to rise, it is vital that we are prepared to provide positive, practical, inclusive educational opportunities for these children (Hilbert, 2014). In Saudi Arabia schools have to consider these concerns as a primary goal for the school's development plans by focusing on how to reduce the achievement gap between children with and without disabilities. For example, schools may need to focus on improving the quality of education programs in the inclusive schools. 
Finally, the results of this study indicated that Saudi Arabian parents of children with and without disabilities raised some concerns regarding the academic impact of inclusion on their children. In this study, the findings indicated that parents support integration because the social effect and have concerns about the educational implications. Therefore, it is essential that schools focus on the availability of the qualified staff, services, and resources to overcome this concern. In addition to that, Gallagher (2013) indicated that parents were worried that their children would not receive as much instruction in the general education classroom as they would with more individualized instruction in a special education classroom. Therefore, more specialized guidance should be provided for students with disabilities in the whole classes to meet their educational needs.









5.2 Conclusion
To sum up, according to the outcomes of this study, it is clear that parents of Saudi Arabia have a positive perception towards the integration of all children in the same regular schools. It is also clear that the parents of the students with mental inability in Saudi Arabia experience a lot of stress from the parents of students without psychological incapacity since the parents of the children without mental disabilities believe that the students with psychological inability cause disturbance to their students during learning. Most parents of the students with psychological incompetence do not get the expected support from educators as one of the solutions of dealing with their stress.
This study showed that there is the need for a quick response from the education stakeholders to support the parents of students with intellectual disabilities. The government of Saudi Arabia should aim at the provision of support to the parents of students and also the students as well as create awareness to the affected families. This can be done through amendment of laws and policies in the education system to address the issue of intellectual disabilities, creating plans that govern the rights of these children, help them get the required support. These amendments will help to reduce the stress and the gap between the intellectually able and intellectually disabled.






5.2 Projects recommendation.
There is no doubt that the involvement of the parents is vital when it comes to admittance towards education integration in Saudi Arabia. The study finding indicated that the Saudi Arabian parents of children without disabilities show less support for the inclusion of the children with disabilities in the General education classroom. To have a successful admittance, parents of children without disabilities may need to visit schools and meet with school staff to educate them more about children with disabilities. All the school parties must ensure families get enough information about limitations and take time to explain information when the families do not understand it. Moreover, Schools must focus on the availability of the qualified staff, services, and resources to make sure that the school is equipped and well prepared to include all children with disabilities.









5.3 Future research recommendations.
Parents’ views and perspectives on the integration of disabled in regular schools in Saudi Arabia is a thing of substance that should be a routine by the researchers since parents are one of the most key tools for learning in schools. I would like to recommend that, future researchers may conduct deeper research using modernized tools and qualitative methods to determine how parents’ perception towards admittance of disabled in regular schools can be changed. The current study can be replicated with a focus on the attitudes of parents of the children with and without disabilities in new model schools. 
 This research can be repeated with an approach on perspectives of students and teachers and the school's administration towards the admittance of the students with disabilities to regular schools. It can also be repeated with an inspection on the kind of personnel, administration and other stakeholders found in the specific school setting. This will provide more information on this study that was not considered during this study. This may include examining the attitude of various teachers towards disabled, administration and other stakeholders are replicated in other emirates to enable the generalization of the results of this study. 






References
Gaad, E. (2004). Pre-service teachers‟ attitudes towards a career in special education In the United Arab Emirates. College Student Journal, 38(4), 619-632.
Sal end, S.J (2005) Creating inclusive classrooms: effective and reflective practices (5th edition). Prentice Hall.
Hilbert, D. (2014). Perceptions of Parents of Young Children with and without Disabilities Attending Inclusive Preschool Programs. Journal of Education and Learning; Canadian Center of Science and Education.
Albarracin, D., Zanna, M., Johnson, B., & Kumkale, G. (2005). Attitudes: Introduction and scope. In D. Albarracin, B. Johnson, & M. Zanna (Eds.): The handbook of attitudes (3-20). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.
Allport, G. (1935). Attitudes. In C. Murchison (Ed.), the handbook of social psychology (2) 798-844. Worcester, MA: Clark University Press

Mergel, B. (2008).Learning Theories of Instructional Design. Educational Communications and Technology. Retrieved on March 1st 2014
Green, S. (1994). Parents’ attitudes about special education and reintegration: what's the role of student outcome? Exceptional children 61) International Bureau of Education.
Gallagher, P. A., Floyd J. H., Stafford A. M., Taber T. A., Brozovic S. A., & 

Alberto, P. A. (2000). The inclusion of students with moderate or severe disabilities in education and community settings: Perspectives from parents and siblings. Education and Training in Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities

Jenkinson J (1998). Mainstream or Special –educating students with disabilities. Routledge, UK.

Peck, C. A., Staub, D., Gallucci, C., & Schwartz, I. (2004). Parent perceptions of the impacts of inclusion on their nondisabled child. Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities
Turnbull, R., Turnbull, A., Shank, M., Smith, S., & Leal, D. (2002). Exceptional lives: Special education in today's schools. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill. 

Leyser, Y., & Kirk, R. (2004). Evaluating inclusion: An examination of parent views and factors influencing their perspectives. International Journal of Disability, Development, and Education, 51, 27 - 285.
ElZein, H. L. (2009). Attitudes toward inclusion of children with special needs in regular schools (A case study from parents' perspective). Educational Research and Review Vol. 4, 164-172.
Palmer, D. S., Fuller, K., Arora, T., & Nelson, M. (2003). Taking sides: Parent views on inclusion for their children with severe disabilities. Exceptional children 
Green, S. K., & Shinn, M. R. (1994). Parent attitudes about special education and reintegration:
What is the role of student outcomes? Exceptional Children, 61, 269-28o
Bennett, S. & Gallagher, T. L. (2013). High school students with intellectual disabilities in the school and workplace: Multiple perspectives on inclusion. Canadian Journal of Education. 36(4), 96-124.
Busph. (2013, January 22). The Theory of Planned Behavior. Retrieved December 12, 2014, from Boston University School of Public Health

